
In my opinion, one of the biggest problems when it comes to reselling a 

“used” e-book is e-book piracy, which has become a huge problem for 
authors and publishers.  In my experience as an author, cheaper books does 

not mean less reason to pirate my books. I've had my .99 cent books 
pirated just as much as my $5.99 ebooks. However, "used" ebooks means 

that neither an author nor a publisher will be able to prove that an online 
copy has been stolen. 

 
If it becomes legal for "used" ebooks to be sold, then the pirating sites will 

be able to get away with selling illegal ecopies of books. Pirate sites will be 
able to claim they either bought the book and are selling it, or that they 

were given the book for free by the legal owners. There'll be no way for the 
author or publisher to prove the book was stolen and the pirate will be able 

to sell thousands of copies without any fear of being punished for the crime. 
Readers who wish to support their favorite authors by purchasing their 

books legally, will be confused by who is a legitimate reseller of "used" 

ebooks and who is not.  
 

Publishers and authors already make very little return on their ebooks as it 
is. This type of scenario will increase those profit losses, while rewarding 

those who did nothing to create the ebooks. It's a lose-lose situation for 
authors and publishers, and a win-win for pirates. Pirates should never be 

given the upper hand when it comes to the copyright of ebooks or other 
digital products. 

 
I believe allowing the sale of used e-books will destroy all value to 

copyright. 
 

Sincerely, 
Nesha Jones 
 


